COUNTERPOINT

“The Indian Removal Act of 1850
was a terrible injustice.”

John Marshall, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, believed
that the Cherokee had “an unquestionable right” to their
territory “until title should be extinguished by voluntary
cession to the United States.”

In their protest against the Indian Removal Act, the
Cherokee peaple referred to past treaties with the federal
government and stated, “We have a perfect and original right

" to remain without interruption and molestation.”
: C‘ongres_,sman Edward Everett of Massachusetts described
-Indian.removal as “inflicting the pains of banishment from
“their native land on seventy or eighty thousand human
béings;"’ Rejecting claims that the removal was necessary to
protect the Indians against white settlers, Everett demanded,

“What other power has the Executive over a treaty or law, but
to enforce it?”

In their 1832 protest : .
against the Act, the A ol n POPulatlon
Creek pointedly asked, W3 nd sccommodated

“Can [our white
brethren] exempt us
from intrusion in our
promised borders, if
they are incompetent to
our protection where
we are?”

v evltable change of their
ondition,” but asserted
that “such a wish is
vain.” :
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